Relationship and Evangelism in a Distanced World

Our usual habits of connection have been disrupted by the COVID-19 pandemic, and many of the
ways we are used to responding to Christ’s call to make disciples, share good news, and love one
another are changing, too. It is important to be flexible and adapt to the ever-changing situations,
but it is also important that we continue to discern and share the un-changing and everlasting

message.

1. Agree on the original meaning of the passage
2. ldentify major characters:
- Characteristics of each characters
- Characters in modern context
3. Decide on a location and time of the story
4. Re-write the passage, while maintaining the original meaning of the passage

5. Come back and tell us the meaning of the passage and the new story

Room #1

The Parable of the Good Samaritan (Luke 10:25-37)

Just then a lawyer stood up to test Jesus. ‘Teacher, he said, ‘what must | do to inherit eternal life?’
He said to him, 'What is written in the law? What do you read there?’ He answered, 'You shall love
the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your strength, and with
all your mind; and your neighbour as yourself’ And he said to him, ‘You have given the right answer;
do this, and you will live! But wanting to justify himself, he asked Jesus, ‘And who is my neighbour?’
Jesus replied, ‘A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, and fell into the hands of robbers,
who stripped him, beat him, and went away, leaving him half dead. Now by chance a priest was
going down that road; and when he saw him, he passed by on the other side. So likewise a Levite,
when he came to the place and saw him, passed by on the other side. But a Samaritan while
travelling came near him; and when he saw him, he was moved with pity. He went to him and
bandaged his wounds, having poured oil and wine on them. Then he put him on his own animal,
brought him to an inn, and took care of him. The next day he took out two denarii, gave them to
the innkeeper, and said, “Take care of him; and when | come back, | will repay you whatever more
you spend.” Which of these three, do you think, was a neighbour to the man who fell into the hands

of the robbers?’ He said, ‘'The one who showed him mercy. Jesus said to him, ‘Go and do likewise!

Room #2
The Parable of the Prodigal and His Brother (Luke 15:11-32)
'‘There was a man who had two sons. The younger of them said to his father, “Father, give me the

share of the property that will belong to me.” So he divided his property between them. A few days



later the younger son gathered all he had and travelled to a distant country, and there he
squandered his property in dissolute living. When he had spent everything, a severe famine took
place throughout that country, and he began to be in need. So he went and hired himself out to
one of the citizens of that country, who sent him to his fields to feed the pigs. He would gladly
have filled himself with the pods that the pigs were eating; and no one gave him anything. But
when he came to himself he said, “How many of my father’s hired hands have bread enough and
to spare, but here | am dying of hunger! | will get up and go to my father, and | will say to him,
‘Father, | have sinned against heaven and before you; | am no longer worthy to be called your son;
treat me like one of your hired hands.! " So he set off and went to his father. But while he was still
far off, his father saw him and was filled with compassion; he ran and put his arms around him and
kissed him. Then the son said to him, "Father, | have sinned against heaven and before you; | am
no longer worthy to be called your son” But the father said to his slaves, “Quickly, bring out a
robe—the best one—and put it on him; put a ring on his finger and sandals on his feet. And get
the fatted calf and kill it, and let us eat and celebrate; for this son of mine was dead and is alive
again; he was lost and is found!” And they began to celebrate. ‘Now his elder son was in the field;
and when he came and approached the house, he heard music and dancing. He called one of the
slaves and asked what was going on. He replied, “Your brother has come, and your father has killed
the fatted calf, because he has got him back safe and sound.” Then he became angry and refused
to go in. His father came out and began to plead with him. But he answered his father, “Listen! For
all these years | have been working like a slave for you, and | have never disobeyed your command;
yet you have never given me even a young goat so that | might celebrate with my friends. But when
this son of yours came back, who has devoured your property with prostitutes, you killed the fatted
calf for him!" Then the father said to him, “Son, you are always with me, and all that is mine is yours.
But we had to celebrate and rejoice, because this brother of yours was dead and has come to life;

he was lost and has been found.”

Room #3

The Parable of the Unforgiving Servant (Matthew 18:23-35)

‘For this reason the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished to settle accounts
with his slaves. When he began the reckoning, one who owed him ten thousand talents was brought
to him; and, as he could not pay, his lord ordered him to be sold, together with his wife and children
and all his possessions, and payment to be made. So the slave fell on his knees before him, saying,
“Have patience with me, and | will pay you everything.” And out of pity for him, the lord of that
slave released him and forgave him the debt. But that same slave, as he went out, came upon one
of his fellow-slaves who owed him a hundred denarii; and seizing him by the throat, he said, “Pay
what you owe.” Then his fellow-slave fell down and pleaded with him, “Have patience with me, and
| will pay you." But he refused; then he went and threw him into prison until he should pay the debt.

When his fellow-slaves saw what had happened, they were greatly distressed, and they went and



reported to their lord all that had taken place. Then his lord summoned him and said to him, “You
wicked slave! | forgave you all that debt because you pleaded with me. Should you not have had
mercy on your fellow-slave, as | had mercy on you?” And in anger his lord handed him over to be
tortured until he should pay his entire debt. So my heavenly Father will also do to every one of you,

if you do not forgive your brother or sister from your heart!

Room #4

The Parable of the Dishonest Manager (Luke 16:1-9)

Then Jesus said to the disciples, ‘There was a rich man who had a manager, and charges were
brought to him that this man was squandering his property. So he summoned him and said to him,
“What is this that | hear about you? Give me an account of your management, because you cannot
be my manager any longer” Then the manager said to himself, “What will | do, now that my master
is taking the position away from me? | am not strong enough to dig, and | am ashamed to beg. |
have decided what to do so that, when | am dismissed as manager, people may welcome me into
their homes.” So, summoning his master’s debtors one by one, he asked the first, "How much do
you owe my master?” He answered, "A hundred jugs of olive oil." He said to him, “Take your bill, sit
down quickly, and make it fifty.” Then he asked another, "And how much do you owe?" He replied,
"A hundred containers of wheat” He said to him, “Take your bill and make it eighty.” And his master
commended the dishonest manager because he had acted shrewdly; for the children of this age
are more shrewd in dealing with their own generation than are the children of light. And I tell you,
make friends for yourselves by means of dishonest wealth so that when it is gone, they may welcome

you into the eternal homes.

Room #5

The Parable of the Wedding Banquet (Matthew 22:1-10)

Once more Jesus spoke to them in parables, saying: ‘The kingdom of heaven may be compared to
a king who gave a wedding banquet for his son. He sent his slaves to call those who had been
invited to the wedding banquet, but they would not come. Again he sent other slaves, saying, “Tell
those who have been invited: Look, | have prepared my dinner, my oxen and my fat calves have
been slaughtered, and everything is ready; come to the wedding banquet.” But they made light of
it and went away, one to his farm, another to his business, while the rest seized his slaves, maltreated
them, and killed them. The king was enraged. He sent his troops, destroyed those murderers, and
burned their city. Then he said to his slaves, "The wedding is ready, but those invited were not
worthy. Go therefore into the main streets, and invite everyone you find to the wedding banquet.”
Those slaves went out into the streets and gathered all whom they found, both good and bad; so

the wedding hall was filled with guests.



